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Introduction

The People’s Republic of China has wit-
nessed an unprecedented economic 
growth ever since the introduction of 

economic reforms in 1979. Economically today, 
it has the world’s second largest GDP and has 
the largest by GDP PPP having overtaken the 
USA. The growth of China has fueled amongst 
its leaders the notion to restore the nations 
glorious past and reduce the dominance of the 
western powers in international affairs. The 
assertiveness of China in the South China 
Sea, East China Sea, its increased presence 
in the Indian Ocean region through the es-
tablishment of military bases in different 
countries and projects like the One Belt One 
Road (OBOR) initiative, etc. are all reflective 
of its growing influence. This growing influ-
ence would obviously get it in direct confronta-
tion with the established powers of the world 
especially the USA.

Based on its current economic growth rate, 
it is expected that economically China would 
overtake the USA by 2030 and therefore it 
could be expected that there would be a power 
shift between the established player USA and 
the challenger China. Since both countries are 
ideologically different, it should be expected 
that this power transition would be turbulent 
and marked by intense competition. However, 
since both the nations are nuclear powers and 
economically interdependent, it is highly un-
likely that leaders of both nations would re-
sort to war as the means of sorting out their 
differences and conflict of interests. Also, the 

power shift is unlikely till China is sure that it 
has the military prowess to match the US ei-
ther regionally or globally. While it has made 
rapid strides in its military modernization it 
is unlikely to be able to match the US militar-
ily before 2050 and therefore it should be ex-
pected that an economic confrontation would 
proceed and military confrontation if at all.

In the Asia-Pacific region especially in 
East Asia, China has already taken over the 
markets, is exerting its political influence and 
therefore has taken over the role of lead player 
in the region. Through projects like the String 
of Pearls, China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) and New Maritime Silk Route, China 
has effectively surrounded India with military 
bases and created a presence in the Indian 
Ocean region. 

The developments by the Chinese and 
the creation of military infrastructure in the 
Tibetan Autonomous Region have forced the 
Indian Think Tanks to consider China as the 
biggest threat to its sovereignty. Consequently, 
India has been cozying up to the US and the 
improved relations between US and India are 
viewed as an attempt by the US and India to 
jointly counter the Chinese growth in the region.

Another region where the Chinese have 
started to increase their economic influence is 
the Middle East. “The Chinese leadership has 
often quoted the historical ties that existed 
with the Arab states and view the One Belt 
One Road and New Maritime Silk Route ini-
tiative as measures to restore these historical 
ties.” Though presently China is focusing on 
its economic ties with countries in the region, 
it could be expected that in future as it hap-
pened in the Asia-Pacific region, China would 
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also start playing a more active political role 
and increase its military presence in region 
under the garb of protecting its economic inter-
ests. While presently ties are being improved 
with all the Arab nations and Israel, sooner 
or later considering the sensitivities prevalent 
in the Middle East, China would be forced to 
either go along with the Shia states or the 
Sunni States. Since Iran, the major Shia coun-
try, is crucial for its economic projects and 
the fact that both nations share a common 
antagonism towards the western dominance, 
there has been a considerable improvement 
in the military and economic cooperation be-
tween the two nations. Also, should the Iran 
Nuclear Deal fail and should China support 
Iran’s nuclear and military modernization 
plan it would lead to a stronger Iran which 
goes against the interests of the US, Israel 
and Sunni countries in the region. The Middle 
East would then get back into a Cold War 
like scenario with a Chinese Block compris-
ing of China and Shia Countries versus an 
American block comprising of the US, Sunni 
countries and Israel. Therefore, even though 
Israel would want to maintain cordial rela-
tions with China, it would be left with no 
choice but to align with the US and restrict 
its ties with China. The development of such 
a scenario would get accelerated should the 
US or Israel either directly or with the help of 
the Sunni states take any deliberate military  
action against Iran such as attacking its nu-
clear facilities.

4. The Chinese growth therefore has im-
plications not only for the nations in their 
proximity, but also in the areas that China 
considers as a part of its glorious past. The 
fact that most nations today are unsure about 
how the Chinese growth and interests would 
affect their national interests, they are forced 
to leave their options open with regard to their 
policy towards China. Notwithstanding the 
same, for counties like India and Israel, it can 
be stated with a certain degree of certainty 
that the Chinese growth would have adverse 
effects on their national interests, especially 

in view of China growing competition with 
US. In view of the same, the research question 
for this paper is whether an understanding 
between US, Israel and India is necessary to 
counter the growing Chinese military and eco-
nomic growth. Since the economic competition 
or confrontation between the US and China 
is likely to accelerate from 2030 the year in 
most think tanks and researchers believe that 
China would match the US GDP and finally 
reach its zenith when China is able to match 
the US militarily in 2050 regionally initially 
and globally thereafter, it is essential that the 
three nations start to work together from now 
to protect their interests.

Theories of Power
“‘War Is Merely the Continuation of Policy 

by Other Means’”…Clausewitz
The ‘International System’ was estab-

lished at the end of the “Thirty Years Wars” 
in 1648 with the signing of the ‘Peace of 
Westphalia’ treaties and ever since the in-
ternational system has consisted primarily 
of relations among nation-states. The impor-
tance and influence of nation States in the 
International System is governed by their 
power which is the ability to influence, coerce 
or manipulate other nations through military, 
economic, diplomatic or social capabilities a 
nation possesses. To prevent the stronger 
nations from becoming too strong, weaker 
nations often combine their power through 
‘Alliances’ and thus ensure a “Balance of 
Power”. “Polarity in the international system 
is based on the various ways in which power 
is distributed and therefore the world could 
be Unipolar i.e. there is only one dominant 
actor, Bipolar i.e. there are two key actors 
who make alliances with the other actors e.g. 
Cold War (USA vs. USSR) or Multipolar with 
many centers of power.” Historically, nation 
states have always tried to increase their 
sphere of influence by utilizing their power 
and this has resulted in conflict. Various theo-
ries have been given to explain why nations 
have conflicts and how they try to control the 
world. 
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“Power in international relations has also 
manifested itself as ‘Lateral Pressure’, 
which refers to any tendency of societies to 
expand their activities and exert influence 
beyond their established boundaries for eco-
nomic, political, military, religious or other 
purposes. The theory states that internal as-
pects shape the external behavior of a state 
where it would encounter other states with 
similar interests and the consequent inter-
action between the two states would depend 
upon their intent and capabilities.”

“As per A.F.K. Organski’s ‘Power 
Transition theory’, ‘An even distribution of 
political, economic, and military capabilities 
between contending groups of states is likely 
to increase the probability of war; peace is 
preserved best when there is an imbalance of 
national capabilities between disadvantaged 
and advantaged nations; the aggressor will 
come from a small group of dissatisfied strong 
countries; and it is the weaker, rather than 
the stronger power that is most likely to be 
the aggressor”. “Analysis reveals that when 
a nation achieves hegemonic power and is 
challenged by another rising great power, it 
leads to a war which in turn creates the path 
for transition of the dominant status between 
the two powers.1” Therefore, there would al-
ways be transition of power in the interna-
tional system. Analysis of world history re-
veals that in the early sixteenth century, the 
dominant power Portugal was challenged by 
the rise of Netherlands, which after a period 
of struggle became the dominant power and 
subsequently handed over the dominant status 
to the British who held on to it till the end of 
World War I. History reveals that the periods 
of dominance generally last for approximately 
60 to 90 years.

“In the early 20th Century, Alfred Thayer 
Mahan, in his book, ‘The Influence of Sea 
Power upon History: 1660–1783’, stated 
that ‘national greatness was inextricably 

associated with the sea, with its commercial 
use in peace and its control in war’.2 History 
reveals that England, France, Germany and 
the US all developed powerful naval forces 
to have greater control over their seaborne 
commerce and protect their economic inter-
ests. Even today, as per the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development ‘Review 
of Maritime Transport 2015’, Maritime trans-
port is the backbone of international trade 
and the global economy with approximately 
80 per cent of global trade by volume and over 
70 per cent of global trade by value being car-
ried by sea.

In 1904, in a geopolitical analysis of the 
whole world Halford John Mackinder stated 
that the Earth’s land surface was divisible 
into viz. ‘The World-Island’ comprising the 
interlinked continents of Europe, Asia and 
Africa, ‘The Offshore Islands’ including the 
British Isles and the islands of Japan and 
‘The Outlying Islands’ including the conti-
nents of North America, South America, and 
Australia”. 

Analysis of China’s Economic 
Growth and Miliatry Modernisation
Economic Growth

Historically the Chinese economy has wit-
nessed alternating cycles of prosperity and 
decline. China witnessed three periods of 
great prosperity viz. the ‘China Golden Age’ 
in which its trade ties extended up to East 
Europe courtesy the Silk route and economi-
cally the country declined when occupied by 
other powers especially in the period from 
1839 till its independence, when it was oc-
cupied by western powers and the Japanese.

After independence in 1949, China adopted 
the communist ideology in which all economic 
activities were controlled by the government 
and there were few private enterprises or for-
eign firms. The mainstay of the economy was 
agriculture and industrialization initiatives 

 1. Power transition theory, http://internationalrela-
tions.org/power-transition-theory.

 2. The Influence of Sea Power upon History, 1660–
1783, https:/ /www.britannica.com/topic/The-
Influence -of-Sea-Power-upon-History-1660-1783.
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included setting up of large scale ‘State Owned 
Enterprises’ (SOE) which accounted for three 
fourths of the industrial production. Self-
reliance was promoted and imports were re-
stricted to goods that could not be produced in 
China. The economy was run inefficiently re-
sulting in an average growth rate of 3.6 % real 
GDP with low per capita income as compared 
to other developing countries. Defence spend-
ing in this period averaged 6 percent of GDP.

In 1978, China decided to reform the econ-
omy according to free market principle and 
consequently it increased its foreign trade and 
became more involved in the world economy. 
As a result of the reforms, its economy grew at 
an annual growth of 8.4 percent in real GDP 
till 2012 resulting in China’s share in world 
GDP (PPP) increasing from 2.19 % in 1978 to 
18.04 % today.3 

This economic success was possible as the 
focus shifted from agriculture to the manu-
facturing sector, reduced defence expenditure 
(1.5 percent of GDP) and increased trade with 
almost all countries in the world. While open-
ing up its markets, China instituted policies 
to retain its economic sovereignty, ensured 
that SOEs continued to dominate the indus-
trial and manufacturing sector output and the 
government controlled most of its infrastruc-
ture initiatives abroad. During this period, 
the Chinese established many defence related 
industries which have been kept under the 
control of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA). 
After the Global Economic Crisis in 2008, 
“China’s growth rate reduced from 10.6% in 
2010 to 6.7% in 2016, and is projected to slow 
to 5.7% by 2022.”owever, due to the Chinese 
governmental interventions, the Global eco-
nomic crisis did not affect the Chinese econ-
omy as much as most western nations were 
affected and it continues to sustain a much 
higher growth rate as compared to other ma-
jor economies of the world. 

In consonance with the ‘Lateral 
Pressure Theory’, China has been expand-
ing its economic ties and has been involved 

in major infrastructure projects across the 
world. The land based “Silk Road Economic 
Belt”(SERB) and the 21st-century “Maritime 
Silk Route” (MSR), better known as the “One 
Belt and One Road Initiative” (OBOR) 
focuses on connectivity and cooperation be-
tween Eurasian countries and China, involves 
sixty countries and indicates China’s inten-
tions to take a larger role in global affairs. 
The “China–Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) is a collection of infrastructure proj-
ects worth $62 billion are currently under con-
struction throughout Pakistan with an aim to 
connect the Chinese mainland to the Gwadar 
Port in Pakistan and utilize the project for 
transportation of Chinese goods to Africa 
and West Asia in reduced time frames.” The 
“String of Pearls”refers to the network of 
Chinese military and commercial facilities be-
ing created from the Chinese mainland to Port 
Sudan to protect its sea lines of communica-
tion and ensure China’s future energy security. 

Simultaneously, China has been expand-
ing its economic ties with most nations in the 
world. With the US its trading volume has in-
creased from US$77 million in 1985 to US $556 
billion today4. With Israel, China has become 
its third largest trading partner globally and 
China is India’s largest trading partner. With 
the Middle East nations, China has sought to 
improve its economic ties primarily to ensure its 
energy security and OBOR enhance the trade 
ties further. In 2004, China established the 
‘China-Arab States Cooperation Forum’ 
and in 2013 the Chinese government had is-
sued China’s first Arab Policy Paper which 
aims at ‘Deepening China-Arab Strategic 
Cooperative Relations of Comprehensive 
Cooperation and Common Development’. 
Amongst the Middle East nations, significant 
improvement in economic relations with Saudi 
Arabia has resulted in China replacing US 
as Saudi Arabia’s biggest trading partner. 
Another country in the region that China has 
developed strong relations is Iran as China is 

  3. Source IMF, World Bank
  4. https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/

c5700.html
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aware that its ties with Iran are crucial for 
the success of OBOR. China has been Iran’s 
primary trading partner since 2007 and its 
investments have grown from less than 1% 
in 2009 to 6.5% in 2015. Iranian share in the 
Chinese oil market from 18% in 2001 to 8% 
today. During a trip to Iran after the 2015 
nuclear deal, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
agreed on a wide-ranging, 25-year plan to in-
crease bilateral trade with Iran by over ten-
fold to $600 billion in the next decade. With 
countries in East Asia, trading relations have 
improved giving a major boost to the econo-
mies of these countries. China’s industries 
are heavily dependent upon imports from 
East Asian countries and its further progress 
is dependent on increased cooperation lead-
ing to China entering into bilateral free trade 
pacts with a number of ASEAN members. In 
2009, China took over as the largest trading 
partner with Africa surpassing the US, has 
been involved in infrastructure projects and 
is setting up six special economic zones in 
Zambia, Mauritius, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Egypt 
and Djibouti. Thus, it is apparent that there is 
a Chinese footprint in major developing econo-
mies in the world. 

Areas of Concern
While the Chinese economic success has 

been spectacular, there are certain concerns 
being raised that need consideration before 
analyzing the long term scenarios. Firstly, 
the Global Economic Crisis revealed that since 
the integration of the Chinese into the world 
economy and despite their best efforts to re-
tain their economic sovereignty, the Chinese 
economy would be affected by developments 
in the world markets. Excessive governmen-
tal control in SOEs has prevented private 
enterprises from achieving the same success 
as their western counterparts. Since state 
owned banks dominate the banking system, 
the monetary policy is still not independent. 
Restrictions on capital inflows have distorted 
the financial markets thereby preventing effi-
cient use of capital. The distribution of wealth 
generated has led to greater social imbalance 

with fears of uprisings and environmental pol-
lution has reached astonishing levels which 
the government is finding difficult to deal 
with. Corruption is high and due to faulty 
policies the working age population is likely 
to decrease in the years ahead. None the less 
these concerns would not prevent China from 
becoming the world greatest economy and 
may only result in a few more years being 
added for this to happen.

Analysis
In consonance with the Lateral Pressure 

Theory, it should be expected that China 
would display expansionist trends in order to 
make good the demands for resources, feed its 
growing population and would protect its glob-
ally spread economic interests by expanding 
its military presence. Therefore, the Chinese 
expansion of economic interests and military 
presence reflect a larger role in Regional and 
Global politics both of which would get it in 
direct confrontation with the US. 

In the initial years of economic reforms 
and after entering the global economy, China 
adhered to international norms, avoided con-
frontation and became a member of interna-
tional organizations such as the WTO, G-20, 
etc. Having achieved economic consolidation, 
China is now challenging the western domi-
nance of the global economy through projects 
such as the OBOR and on issues which have 
a bearing on their economic interests such as 
climate change, etc. The setting up of AIIB, 
viewed by some analysts as a counter to the 
World Bank, is another way of challenging the 
supremacy of the west. Through these initia-
tives China is changing the focus of the world 
economy from a western dominated one, to a 
China centric one. The willingness of certain 
US allies to join these initiatives indicate that 
perhaps a change in world order is in the off-
ing which obviously would bring China into 
conflict with the US. 

History reveals that China had entered 
Tibet in the garb of economic projects and final-
ly took over control of Tibet. Therefore, while 
not envisaging that China has imperialistic 

Strategic Understanding between ‘US-Israel-India’ to Counter to China’s Growing Economic and Military Influence



6

  5. h t t p s : / / r i g h t l o g . i n / 2 0 1 7 / 0 5 /
india-us-masterplan-counter-china/

tendencies, it may be safely assumed that 
China would increase its military presence so 
as to safeguard its economic interests across 
the world and thereby may get involved in 
direct confrontation with the US and other 
countries. Also, its growing belligerence in the 
South China Sea and setting up of military 
bases along the Sea Lines of Communication 
indicate that there is more to the economic 
expansion than that meets the eye.

The Chinese infrastructure projects have 
already resulted in other nations initiating 
measures to protect their interests and areas 
of influence. Since the announcement of the 
OBOR project, the US has revived two major 
projects viz. the New Silk Road (NSR) focused 
on Afghanistan and its neighbours, and the 
Indo-Pacific Economic Corridor linking South 
Asia with Southeast Asia5 and the Japanese 
have proposed creating an alternate to the 
OBOR. Through OBOR, China would get ac-
cess to the vast energy reserves of the Central 
Asian republics and thereby would effective-
ly control the energy security in the world. 
Therefore, OBOR has direct bearing on the 
economic security of countries who are not a 
part of the project. With 66 % of world oil, 30 
% of bulk cargo and 50 % of world container 
shipment passing through the region, China 
would have the power to influence the same 
and thereby would control the world economy. 
Also, through the CPEC, Pakistan’s economy 
would improve thereby allowing it to further 
increase its anti-India efforts. Through CPEC 
and String of Pearls, China has effectively en-
gulfed India, has acquired the capability to 
challenge the US in the Indian Ocean Region 
and would also be able to control the trade to 
Israel. Therefore, the Chinese initiatives are 
in consonance with Mahan’s theory of great-
ness being linked to control of the Sea Lines 
of Communication. 

At the same time, China’s economic ini-
tiatives in the Middle East can be viewed as 
the first step in gaining a political foothold in 

the region so as to have a greater say in the 
events in the Middle East. China has slowly 
replaced US as the main trading partner of 
Saudi Arabia and it should be expected that 
this would happen in other countries in the 
region as well. Therefore, the influence that 
US could exert in the region would reduce and 
that of China would increase. More important-
ly, with the help of China, Iran would become 
stronger economically, would use its economic 
power to strengthen its military, become more 
aggressive in its ambition of becoming the 
leading player in the region and getting it into 
direct confrontation with its Sunni neighbours 
and Israel resulting in a more unstable Middle 
East. Invariably, this would lead to increased 
US attention towards Iran and thereby the 
US efforts in other parts of Asia would reduce 
allowing the Chinese more freedom of action. 
Therefore, the strong economic, diplomatic, 
and military partnership with Iran assists 
China in countering America and a power-
ful Iran has security implications for Israel. 
China’s economic involvement in East Asia 
has a bearing on India’s look East policy es-
pecially since India cannot match the Chinese 
in the way they go about the infrastructure 
development and economic aid thereby reduc-
ing India’s influence in the region. 

Read in consonance with the theories of 
power, the attempts of China to gain control of 
the core of the world through OBOR and SCO 
is in consonance with ‘The Geographical 
Pivot of History’ theory of Mackinder. The 
increased Chinese economic presence in world 
would result in China becoming the core of 
the world economic system at the expense of 
the US. Its support to Iran would help Iran in 
strengthening its economy and military with 
obvious security concerns for Israel. The CPEC 
and String of Pearls have resulted in India be-
ing engulfed by the Chinese. Therefore, the in-
creased economic presence of China across the 
world has implications for US, Israel and India.

Analysis of China’s Military Growth
Changing political relationships and eco-

nomic success have prompted the Chinese 
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leadership to accelerate the modernization of 
the Peoples Liberation Army (PLA). Though 
China has repeatedly asserted that it would 
conduct affairs according to International Law, 
its assertive posturing in the South China Sea, 
attempts to scare the Taiwanese and belliger-
ent actions on its border with India contradict 
these statements. 

After its formation in 1949, the PLA 
emphasized on ‘active defense’ but since 
its modernization have moved onto ‘mili-
tary art’ and ‘operations’ with the intro-
duction of doctrinal and strategic changes, 
organizational transformation and equip-
ment acquisitions with “the aim of gain-
ing superiority against immediate foes and 
potential state threats around the Chinese 
rim through multi-service operations.” 
The phases of modernization were first 
doctrinal, then organizational followed by 
equipment acquisitions and finally trans-
formation of the entire Force (PLA) with 
the focus on developing and deploying ca-
pabilities for theatre-level military contin-
gencies. The Chinese have also created highly 
mobile forces quantou (‘fist’) which are kept 
ready on relatively short warning times and 
have recently acquired over-water projection 
capability including aircraft carriers. 

Historically, the Chinese forces de-
pended on quantity rather than quality. 
However, the Chinese military campaign in 
Vietnam exposed the PLA’s weaknesses in 
the domains of command, logistics, commu-
nications and conduct of joint operations. 
Consequently as a part of the restructuring 
the seven military regions in China have 
been reorganized into five theatre com-
mands. Also, the Chinese have improved 
their teeth to tail ratio, mobility, digitiza-
tion, cyber, electronic and space warfare 
capabilities while simultaneously techno-
logically upgrading their equipment. From 
being restricted to pure costal defense, the 
People’s Liberation Army Navy today has 
acquired blue water capability and present-
ly is strengthening its Anti-access and Area 
Denial (AAAD) capabilities. The PLAN has 

also acquired second strike nuclear capa-
bility, aircraft carriers and aims to have 
two nuclear powered carrier strike groups 
operating in the Western Pacific and an the 
Indian Ocean. The People’s Liberation Army 
Air Force (PLAAF) has replaced its obsolete 
aircraft with predominantly fourth gen-
eration fighter aircraft, developed stealth 
capabilities, improved its strategic lift ca-
pabilities and has established a dense air 
defense network. The People’s Liberation 
Army Second Artillery Forces (PLASAF) 
Regional Nuclear Deterrent, the custodian 
and end user of China’s nuclear and mis-
sile forces, have significantly improved the 
survivability and accuracy of Chinese con-
ventional missiles.

To improve the quality of equipment re-
quired for the modernization of PLA, atten-
tion was paid to the modernization of the de-
fense industry and the budget for R&D was 
increased by 25 %. These institutions are 
owned by the PLA and the profits from them 
are used to fulfill PLA priorities. To improve 
the quality of its equipment, China resorted 
to reverse engineering of the existing systems 
and started selling them overseas.

In the 2015 paper, while a world war is 
ruled out, the possibility of local wars has 
been emphasized and the need to develop a 
strong military so as to support China’s multi-
dimensional strategic deterrence posture has 
been emphasized. Reference is made to 
“Taiwan independence,” “East Turkistan in-
dependence,” “Tibet independence” and the 
need to develop a Chinese cyber force. An in-
teresting aspect is that for the first time the 
US has been mentioned the paper while dis-
cussing China’s interests in the South China 
Sea and the need to shift the balance in PLA 
thinking from ground operations to joint naval 
and aerospace operations.6 
  6. The 2015 Chinese Defense White Paper on Strategy 

in Perspective: Maritime Missions Require a 
Change in the PLA Mindset, https://jamestown.org/
program/the-2015-chinese-defense-white-paper-on-
strategy-in-perspective-maritime-missions-require-
a-change-in-the-pla-mindset.
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It can be expected that Chinese utiliza-
tion of its forces would be in consonance 
with its economic growth. In the initial 
few years, following a “Cautious Rise” tra-
jectory, China adopted a restrained and large-
ly defensive stance, a balanced approach to 
cooperation and competition, and focused on 
improving its medium-range defense capabili-
ties. Presently, under the “Assertive Strength” 
trajectory, Beijing would pursue continued co-
operative engagement with Tokyo, combined 
with increasingly competitive and assertive 
(but not extremely hostile) security policies 
and high-range defense capabilities as is be-
ing witnessed in the South China Sea. This 
is in all probability likely to be followed by a 
trajectory of “Aggressive Ultra nationalism,” 
in which Beijing would be less cooperative and 
more hostile to any attempts which adversely 
affect its interests.

Factors Influencing China’s Foreign 
Policy

China’s history has a major impact on its 
foreign policy and stance adopted in the in-
ternational arena. Its image of itself as the 
leader of the World, The Golden Years, the 
Century of Humiliation, the oppression by 
the Japanese, its communist ideology and the 
antagonism it faced from the western powers 
in the initial years of its independence have 
been major drivers in its foreign policy Also, 
China has never hesitated to stand up to any 
power in the world as indicated by its split 
with USSR and its willingness to take on the 
US. History also reveals that it acts irratio-
nally at times whenever it is perceived by the 
leadership that its national interests are being 
compromised. 

Domestic Nationalism
Chinese nationalism stems from their de-

feat in the Opium War in 1840-1842. After the 
economic reforms, Chinese leaders have ad-
opted pragmatic nationalism which is funda-
mentally interest-driven, reactive and flexible. 
“The failure of the Soviet Union caused prag-
matists to shift from a policy of uni-polarity to 

multi-polarity. Chinese leaders recognize that 
China’s economic advancement depends heav-
ily on integration with the Western Countries 
and therefore though Chinese leaders talk 
tough in foreign relationship affairs, in real-
ity, they act in a careful and highly calcu-
lated manner to avoid confrontation. However, 
China is often uncompromising and arrogant 
when states demand that it adhere to Western 
views and positions.7 This nationalism is also 
reflected in its often quoted statement of ‘re-
storing past glory’.”

Ethnic Differences
Chinese history is replete with ethnic 

clashes between the majority Han popula-
tion and the marginalized groups such as the 
Uyghurs. Even today the same issue continue 
to plague China. “Since 2009, the country has 
witnessed several episodes of violent attacks 
by the marginalized Uyghur militants on the 
Chinese state apparatus8 and the Chinese 
security agencies have been dealing with the 
same with a heavy hand indicating that China 
would not hesitate to take stringiest action 
when its sovereignty and unity are affected 
even if this brings it in conflict with its other 
nations.”

Restoration of Past Glory
During the three ‘Golden Age’ periods in 

Chinese history, China expanded its empire 
to reach Eastern Europe and it was during 
the first ‘Golden Age’ that the Silk Route was 
established. Chinese leaders often refer to the 
‘Golden Ages’ and seek to restore its past glo-
ry. Through OBOR, China is seeking to revive 
its economic ties and increase its sphere of 
influence to that which existed in the ‘Golden 
Ages’. However, when viewed with China’s mil-
itary modernization plan, it becomes obvious 
that economic interests are not the only rea-
son for establishing the OBOR. China insists 

 7. Chinese Nationalism And Its Foreign Policy 
Implications, https://china.usc.edu/chinese-nation-
alism -and-its-foreign-policy-implications

 8. Ethnic Issues in China https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Ethnic_issues_in_China
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that the return of Taiwan to the mainland is 
essential for it to regain its past glory.9 Its 
ignorance of the decision of the UN Tribunal 
on its maritime dispute with Philippines and 
the continuous border skirmishes with India 
indicate China’s unwillingness to compromise 
on any aspect which it considers essential to 
restore its past glory. 

Century of Humiliation & Never 
Again Syndrome

China was forced to compromise on its sov-
ereignty by the Western Powers and Japan 
who occupied it from 1839 to 1949 viz. the 
‘Century of Humiliation’. During this peri-
od, the local population was suppressed and 
had to face numerous atrocities which have 
left a lasting impact on the Chinese psyche. 
Consequently a ‘Never Again Syndrome’ ex-
ists in China i.e., that China would resist 
any interference by an outside power in what 
they consider their own and would never al-
low themselves to be dictated to by any other 
country. Both these aspects have has a last-
ing influence on China’s behavior in the inter-
national system as it adopts an independent 
stance on issues based on national interests. 
It has stood up against the US on its stand on 
Taiwan, when the US intervened in Iraq and 
during discussions on climate change thereby 
indicating its willingness to assert itself if the 
situation so demands.

International Terrorism
While China supports the ‘Global War on 

Terrorism’, its support for Pakistan and Iran 
knowing fully well that both the countries are 
involved in state sponsored terrorism displays 
that it is willing to ignore terrorist activities 
being carried out by its friends for protecting 
its own interests. Hence, China cannot be tak-
en as an assured partner in the war against 
terrorism, may use its veto power in the 
UNSC to thwart any multi-national attempts 
to curb terrorism and would get involved in 

curbing terrorism only if its national interests 
are affected.

Mistrust with West
The harsh terms that were being imposed 

on China by the Treaty of Versailles at the 
end of World War I by the western powers re-
sulted in ‘The New Culture Movement’ which 
led to the Chinese rejecting the liberal west-
ern ideas and adopting the radical lines of 
thought inspired by the Russian Revolution. 
Consequently post-independence, China ad-
opted the Communist ideology and aligned 
itself with the Soviet bloc leading to its non-
recognition by the western nations till 1971. 
Even today, the country exhibits a communist 
ideology with suppression of individual free-
dom, restrictions on the press and major gov-
ernmental control over the economy. The reac-
tion of the western nations to the Tiananmen 
Square incident in 1989 and China’s handling 
of the Tibetan riots in 2008 reflect the ideo-
logical differences between the Western demo-
cratic nations and China. China’s determina-
tion to protect its ideology indicates that it 
is unlikely to adopt democratic values and 
hence it can be safely assumed that even in 
future, relations with the west are going to 
be overshadowed by the mistrust and differ-
ence in ideology leading to the ‘The Clash of 
Civilizations’ as suggested by Huntington. 

Border and Maritime Disputes
Since independence, China has unre-

solved land borders disputes with its fourteen 
neighboring countries. China’s maritime and 
islands claims in the South China Sea and 
East China Sea have brought her into con-
frontation with other nations in the region. 
China’s unwillingness to accept international 
mediation to resolve its border disputes, its 
growing belligerence in the South China Sea, 
continued aggressive posturing along its bor-
ders with India display a certain assertiveness 
which was not visible a few years ago. This 
belligerent and aggressive stance adopted by 
China presently would increase as the country 
develops economically and militarily.

 9. h t t p s : / / w w w . u s c c . g o v / s i t e s / d e f a u l t /
files/3.10.11Kaufman.pdf
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Taiwan and Tibet
China has never accepted Taiwan as an in-

dependent nation and resents the fact that till 
1971 the western nations ignored its existence 
and recognized Taiwan. Its occupation of Tibet 
in the 1950s and the subsequent exile of the 
Dalai Lama in India has led to strained rela-
tions between the nations. Western support to 
Taiwan and to the Tibetans has caused ten-
sions between them and China. With its mili-
tary and economic power increasing, China is 
likely to adopt a more belligerent approach 
on these issues bringing it into confrontation 
with the other nations. 

Adherence to International Norms 
and Treaties

China’s closest friends are North Korea, 
Pakistan and Iran, three countries which have 
extremely strained relations with the US. Its 
continued support to North Korea inspite of 
the latter having regularly violated the inter-
national norms on nuclear testing and sup-
port to Pakistan and Iran knowing fully well 
that both the nations are supporters of state 
sponsored terrorism indicate that self-interest 
would overrule the requirements of interna-
tional norms or principles. Also, its non-
adherence to the UN Tribunal ruling on its 
maritime dispute with the Philippines reflects 
a violation of agreed international principles. 
In future also, therefore, it should be expected 
that China may not agree to provisions of the 
international system if its national interests 
are adversely affected.

USA
In the initial years of its independence, 

China close ties with USSR led to its non-rec-
ognition by the US. It was only after the Sino-
Soviet split in 1966, that relations between the 
nations improved finally leading to recognition 
in 1971. In the years following the recognition 
till the end of the Cold-War, US saw China as 
a counter to USSR. After the introduction of 
economic reforms by China, trade ties between 
the two nations improved significantly and ex-
tensive cooperation became the norm leading 

to the setting up of over 100 intergovern-
mental institutions. However, as China con-
tinued on an unprecedented path of economic 
growth, soon the cooperation changed into 
competition and since then it has been a mix 
of competition and collaboration. Ideological 
differences, the mistrust that exists between 
the nations and the willingness of China to 
take an open stance against the US when its 
national interests are affected have resulted 
in tensions which perhaps have not escalated 
since China knows fully well that it cannot 
match the military might of US. Therefore, 
it could be expected that in years ahead 
as it strengthens it military, China would 
first challenge the US regionally and then 
globally irrespective of its public posturing. 

Russia
After independence till the Sino-Soviet 

split in 1966, China and USSR shared cordial 
relations. Only after the end of the Cold War, 
relations between the two nations improved 
primarily as both joined hands to counter the 
US and western domination. Economic ties to-
day between the nations is limited though in-
ternationally they have often worked together 
on issues of interest. Through OBOR, China 
would enter the Central Asian republics which 
Russia considers as they backyard leading to a 
clash of interests. While presently it appears 
that both countries are working together, the 
ambition of both the states to be a global su-
perpower would get them into competition in 
the years ahead.

Structure of International System
The international system comprises of 

different components, many layers, global or 
regional institutions and many treaties and 
regimes which deal with subjects such as state 
sovereignty, human rights, etc. “In many glob-
al institutions, Beijing has proven a willing 
partner, and it has sought a leadership role 
in crafting new international regimes. In eco-
nomic affairs, China seeks greater represen-
tation in and revisions to global institutions, 
just as it creates new economic institutions 
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and regimes at the regional level. When it 
comes to security issues close to its borders, 
China is especially likely to reject prevailing 
regimes and rules.” 

Economic Development
Chinese Economic development in future 

depends upon its ability to get the resources to 
sustain its growth. This would imply further 
expansion in its economic ties and creating 
systems to secure the same. Chinese initia-
tives such as the AIIB, SCO, etc. are challeng-
ing the already existing western created in-
stitutions. Therefore, it is likely that in years 
ahead, a trade war would take place. 

China for the reasons stated in the pre-
ceding paragraphs is difficult to judge and on 
certain major world issues it is apparent that 
the Chinese stand may not be in consonance 
with the expectations of the western nations. 
It is clear is that China wants to regain its 
past glory, would leave no stone unturned to 
achieve the same and would strongly resist 
any attempts to compromise its sovereignty. 
In the past few years, China has become more 
assertive on issues where it feels that its na-
tional interests are being compromised and 
with its economic expansion and military mod-
ernization this aggressiveness is only likely to 
increase. Also, its uncertain and ambiguous 
stand on certain critical international issues, 
its unwillingness to be guided by international 
norms and principles and the predominance 
of its national interests over anything else 
would make it difficult for analysts to predict 
the path that China would follow in the years 
ahead. Going by the present indications, it 
could be expected that in its pursuit to retain 
its past glory, it would find itself challenging 
the position that the US holds in the world 
toady especially once its military is capable 
of challenging the US regionally initially and 
globally subsequently.

Strategic Implications of the growth 
of China for the US

The 21st Century international environ-
ment would be defined by the rise of China 

and the subsequent changes in the US-China 
relations. From no ties immediately after in-
dependence, to being a quasi-ally after the 
Sino-Soviet split in 1966 and today becom-
ing USA’s largest trading partner indicate 
how US-China relations have developed. The 
growth of the Chinese economy and its conse-
quent involvement in world affairs has led to 
cooperation, competition and clash of interests 
between the two nations. The 2008-09 Global 
Financial Crisis highlighted the friction that 
exists between the nations but also made it 
clear to the leadership on both sides that they 
need each other to grow. Hence, Sino-US rela-
tions have developed positively on convergent 
interests or a mutual security concern lead-
ing to a willing on both sides to accommodate 
each other. 

The Chinese leadership would continue 
to protect their interests and increase their 
global influence thus bringing them into direct 
contact with the US. Both nations understand 
that they need to cooperate on a variety of 
issues such as climate change, protection of 
markets, etc. to advance their interests and 
have set up over 100 inter-governmental 
mechanisms to achieve the same. Common 
areas of interest between the two nations in-
clude combating terrorism, nuclear non-pro-
liferation, non-traditional security challenges 
such as climate change, food security, water 
security, energy security and countering the 
growth of Russia. Increased democratization, 
active Chinese involvement in controlling Iran 
and North Korea and a less belligerent ap-
proach in the South China Sea and with its 
neighbours would also lead to better relations 
with the US. Therefore, there exists a possibil-
ity that in the years to come, China–US rela-
tions develop in a manner as has never been 
witnessed between two superpower nations.

On the flip side, relations would be ad-
versely impacted by potential areas of conflict 
such as Taiwan, China’s support and inability 
to control North Korea, increased Chinese bel-
ligerence in South China Sea, any major hu-
man rights violations, Chinese non-adherence 
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to arms proliferation treaties and any conflict 
with India. China’s increasing proximity to 
Iran, it support to Iran’s nuclear programme 
should the nuclear deal collapse and its eco-
nomic assistance to Iran would lead to a more 
aggressive Iran and would get China in con-
frontation with the US and Israel. Chinese 
nationalism and its leadership’s stated aim of 
restoring past glory may result in China tak-
ing actions that would threaten US allies in 
East Asia and bring them in conflict. China’s 
continued economic expansion and its willing-
ness to challenge the established institutions 
would directly impact its relations with the 
US. Also, the uncertainty about China’s real 
intention of its military modernization would 
be major source of concern for the US. Most 
importantly, how and what the US sees for 
itself in the areas that China is focusing itself 
presently would govern the shape of the US-
China relationship in the years to come. 

Variables such as leadership, Globalization, 
the role of Global Governance Organizations, 
NGOs and NSAs make it difficult to accu-
rately predict how the international system 
would be in the years ahead. Inspite of all 
these factors, it is clear that China would con-
tinue to grow and expand its influence and the 
US would decline relatively thereby leading to 
increased strategic frictions in China-U.S. re-
lations and the balance of power between the 
two nations would get altered. While it can be 
expected that the US would try to prevent or 
slow down the rise of China through hostile 
economic policies, increased Chinese presence 
across the globe and the economic interde-
pendence between the nations would call for 
increased cooperation. Therefore, based upon 
the foreign policy priorities of both nations, 
the strategic futures of China, U.S. and the 
China-U.S. relations can unfold in different 
ways. Based on the developments till now and 
those that can be envisioned for the future, 
the likely scenarios that US-China relations 
are as follows:— 

 • Period of Cooperation.
 • De facto G-2.

 • A Cold War.
 • Outright Competition.

Scenario No. 1: Period of Cooperation
Chinese-US cooperation began after China 

introduced economic reforms, picked up pace 
after the end of the Cold War and continues 
even today while simultaneously competition 
between the two nations has also increased. 
Understanding that they need each other for 
their development and stability, China and 
US have established more than 100 inter-
governmental organisations. US could expect 
that with China’s integration into the world 
economy its belligerence would reduce and 
that it would become an effective contributor 
to world peace and stability. At present, know-
ing that China cannot match the US militar-
ily, its leadership does not see the need for 
a confrontation with China. The Chinese on 
the other hand are focusing purely on their 
economic expansion and protecting their 
economic interests. Aware that they cannot 
challenge the US militarily and having learnt 
their lessons from the split of USSR, they are 
avoiding any major confrontation with the US 
unless and until their national interests are 
affected. The Chinese leadership are aware 
that they have to resolve their internal is-
sues, become active diplomatically, create 
more friends across the globe and match the 
US economically and militarily before they 
can challenge the US for the number one po-
sition. Thus, both countries are aware that 
neither of them is presently capable of im-
posing their will and therefore would need to 
accommodate each other. Hence, it could be 
expected that for the next decade or so, while 
the power equation would tilt more towards 
China, relations between the two countries 
would be similar to what exists today barring 
an unexpected crisis. While minor events of 
disagreement would continue till China 
matches US economically and militarily, 
both the nations would resolve the same 
peacefully but competitively at least till 
China develops the military capability to 
challenge the US. 
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Scenario 2. G-2.
After introducing its economic reforms, 

China was aware that it needs to be accept-
ed in the international system and therefore 
worked within the existing order, did not in-
dulge in any anti-US propaganda and this re-
sulted in China becoming the largest trading 
partner of US and a reduction in the trust 
deficit that existed between the two nations. 
China further facilitated the process through 
introduction of certain pro-democracy lead-
ing to a certain degree of liberalization and 
westernization of China. By taking slow in-
cremental steps and avoiding the flare up of 
issues such as major human rights violations 
or confrontations with neighbours that could 
adversely affect its relations with US, China 
has made its acceptance by the US as an 
equal partner easier.

Simultaneously, the US realized that 
China was not an imminent threat and hence 
it does not need to make any major sacrifices 
to accommodate China. The difference in the 
ability to exert power, limited Chinese politi-
cal involvement in world affairs and a realiza-
tion that both countries would gain from the 
relationship led to increased strategic coop-
eration on all issues and further strengthen-
ing of relations. 

Thus, China and US have been playing it 
safe and to the benefit of each other leading 
to a new power equation. Although the na-
tional interests of the two countries are more 
divergent than convergent, both countries are 
aware the tackling of any global traditional 
and/or non-traditional security challenge 
would require close cooperation between them 
leading to a remote possibility that a de facto 
G-2 is established by US and China. There 
may not be many examples of a condominium 
between the No. 1 power and No. 2 power in 
world politics, especially between two great 
powers ideologically different as China and 
the U.S. The probability of such an eventual-
ity increases if China goes through a major 
democratization process or becomes militar-
ily or economically strong enough that both 

countries appreciate the fact that they can-
not totally annihilate or negate the other, if 
there is a strong will of the leadership on both 
sides to reduce the mistrust between the two 
nations, if another country suddenly starts to 
threaten the power of both the countries and 
most importantly how much power the US is 
ready to share with China. All such eventu-
alities are unlikely to happen and there-
fore while a period of peaceful co-exis-
tence and cooperation on certain global 
issues would take place, the possibility of 
a defacto G-2 can effectively be ruled out. 

Scenario No. 3: A U.S.-China Cold War
Though China presently is not in a posi-

tion to challenge the US militarily, as it con-
tinues on its path to economic glory and mili-
tary modernization, there is a possibility that 
the US threated by its rise may try to delay 
the same through economic, diplomatic and 
military measures leading to a Cold War like 
situation between the two nations. 

China’s aim to restore its past glory, its 
perceived denial of what it considers its right-
ful place in the world and its intentions to be 
a more active player in the world would obvi-
ously lead to a clash with the US which would 
be aggravated by the ideological differences 
and mistrust that exists between the nations. 
The cooling off of US relations with Pakistan, 
its aggressive posture towards North Korea 
and its open war of words with Iran, three 
countries that China has good relations with, 
could be the trigger for a situation wherein 
China either gets into direct confrontation 
with US. Failure in such an eventuality would 
undermine Chinese efforts to be world player, 
an aspect which would be unacceptable to the 
Chinese leadership. Chinese growth in East 
Asia would also bring it into direct confronta-
tion with major allies of the US viz. Japan, 
South Korea, Taiwan and Philippines imply-
ing that if US wants to improve its ties with 
China, it would have to do so at the cost of 
its present alliances. Alternatively, the US 
may leverage its relations with its allies in 
the region to counter the growth of China by 
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starting proxy wars, creating new military 
alliances such as with India, Indonesia, etc. 
and increasing its military presence in the 
region under the pretext of countering North 
Korea thereby avoiding any direct confronta-
tion with China especially since both nations 
are nuclear powers. 

History reveals that no major power has 
given up its position to an emerging rival 
without a fight. The Chinese having emerged 
less affected by the 2009 Global Financial cri-
sis as compared to most western nations have 
realized their power and have become more 
assertive. For the US, this has led to an un-
precedented situation wherein it has to deal 
with a country with whom it is economically 
interdependent and which is not yet so depen-
dent on the world economy to be adversely af-
fected by it; a situation totally unlike the Cold 
War in which the US economically outweighed 
USSR and the economic disparity led to the 
downfall and breakup of USSR. Therefore, a 
possibility exists that China having analysed 
the reasons for the downfall of USSR is trying 
to match the US economically before challeng-
ing it militarily. China and US though eco-
nomically interdependent are not indispens-
able to each other as both nations have access 
to markets apart from each other. Therefore, 
if the US feels that its strategic economic in-
terests are being threatened because of its bi-
lateral economic relations with China, the US 
may cut off all relations with China, may ban 
the presence of Chinese companies (April 2013 
decision to ban Huawei, a Chinese telecom gi-
ant) in US, may prohibit the sale of high tech 
products to China or may rake up issues like 
poor human rights record, lack of democratic 
values, etc. to make China unattractive for 
investment thereby slowing down the Chinese 
growth. China on the other side by creating 
new markets through initiatives like OBOR, 
SCO, etc. has reduced its dependence on the 
US and also has managed to obtain the sup-
port of some US allies for its projects imply-
ing that any severance of economic ties would 
affect the US more than China. 

Another major factor that would affect the 
further progress of relations is that the coun-
tries do not share a political ideology. However 
unlike the period after World War II when the 
world was split into two blocks as of now no 
such blocs exist. The likely hood of the blocs 
forming is remote considering that 65 % of 
the world countries are democracies and that 
China has no major allies except for North 
Korea and Pakistan. Therefore, it can be 
expected that while the strategic compe-
tition between the two countries would 
increase, the likely hood of a Cold War 
like scenario is extremely remote and 
can be ruled out. 

Scenario No. 4: Outright 
Competition

As China strengthens economically and 
militarily, its nationalism would increase lead-
ing to a more aggressive approach towards be-
coming a leading regional power initially and 
replacing the US as the global power subse-
quently. Chinese leadership perceives China 
as the historical leader of the world and seek 
to restore its glorious past, and aspect which 
finds favour with the Chinese population and 
strengthens Chinese nationalism. Towards 
this the Chinese leadership has adopted a 
China first approach, views all actions in re-
spect to how it would affect China and in all 
dealings Chinese characteristics predominate. 
This is evident in the manner by which China 
integrated itself in the world economy while 
at the same time protecting its sovereignty. 
The expectation that through the integration 
China’s democratization would speed up have 
turned out to be untrue as the Chinese lead-
ership does not seem interested in the same. 

China understands that it has many ad-
vantages as compared to the US in this power 
struggle, understands that power transitions 
are a slow processes and has the patience to 
wait for its economic and military might to 
match the US before staking its claim as the 
leader of the world. Globally, it does not face 
the antagonism that US faces and is much 
more easily accepted by the Muslim countries. 
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By not trying to impose its ideology, less inter-
ference in the internal affairs of other coun-
tries and restricting itself to only economic 
relations, China is slowly consolidating its 
position as a supporting player rather than 
a hegemon. Its military expansion is pres-
ently restricted to protect its economic inter-
ests and thus it has carefully avoided over 
stretching its military capabilities which in 
the past caused the fall of the USSR. Power 
in today’s world is decided by the economy 
and an economic decline as it happened in the 
case of USSR illustrates that finally economic 
matters dominate everything else and govern 
the ultimate power equation, an aspect which 
is clearly in favour of China. The eagerness 
of certain nations to partner with China in 
its economic initiatives indicate growing ac-
ceptance of China’s position in the new world 
order. Therefore, when its economic strength 
and military status matches that of the US, 
it should be expected that its dealings with 
the US would be on an equal status and even 
may lead to it seeking the number one posi-
tion in the world.

Historically though the Chinese have not 
been a military power to reckon with, they 
have not hesitated to enter a conflict in case 
they perceived that their sovereignty is threat-
ened. The unpredictability and recklessness 
of China increases the possibility of a con-
flict especially when China closes the power 
gap with the U.S. Therefore, either directly 
or indirectly in support of its allies, the US 
may find itself drawn into a military conflict, 
with China. The probability of such an oc-
currence would increase should the Chinese 
be able to bandwagon its neighbours on cul-
tural grounds to challenge the US, leading 
to the Clash of Civilisations as Huntington 
predicted. Domestic political considerations 
may force the Chinese leadership to seek an 
adventure abroad such as demands for inte-
gration of Taiwan or its maritime disputes 
with Japan or Philippines to divert the public 
attention and raise nationalist passions.

The US would have no option but to 
react to the Chinese growth to protect its 

national interests and that of its allies. No 
dominant power has given away its dominant 
status without a fight and the US is also un-
likely to do the same. Therefore, Strategic 
Competition between the two would con-
tinue to increase. The possibility of a di-
rect military conflict between the two na-
tions is unlikely but the possibility exists 
that the US would get involved indirectly 
in a conflict involving one of its allies. 

Black Swan Scenarios
There is a possibility that unexpected and 

unpredictable developments could alter the 
path that either US or China are on pres-
ently. For China, a massive uprising in sup-
port of democracy, major terrorist activity, in-
creased demands for autonomy by Tibet, the 
approach of the Chinese leadership, PLA ef-
fect on Chinese ambitions, economic resource 
needs, or perceived infringements on China’s 
sovereignty could alter its path. There also 
exists a possibility that “US may rebound or 
further decline and also that China may ei-
ther continue to rise or get stuck in its present 
state. Such a prediction is difficult to make for 
the US with all the transparency, China’s sys-
tem being almost opaque leaves even greater 
questions unanswered and consequently pre-
dicting the relations between the two is any 
analyst’s biggest nightmare.” Inspite of all 
the challenges, it can be said with certainty 
that there would be friction between the two, 
competition for scarce resources and markets 
which may lead to confrontation. 

In all the scenarios presented it is as-
sumed that China would get stronger econom-
ically and militarily. However, in case China’s 
rise is short lived, as it happened with Japan 
in the 1980s, it would not have the capabil-
ity to challenge the US. This is unlikely as 
China still has much more space as compared 
to Japan for continued development and it 
is unlikely to repeat the mistakes made by 
Japan. Should China become weak once again, 
it would be more dangerous for the region as 
history reveals that a weak China is danger-
ous and unpredictable. However, considering 
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the strong will of the Chinese to regain its 
past glory and the measures it is taking to 
further strengthen the economy make this an 
unlikely scenario.

Another black swan scenario would be how 
Russia grows in future, how Sino-Russia ties 
and US-Russia ties develop. Russia’s deepen-
ing economic woes, reducing military power 
and reduced federalism could lead to politi-
cal unrest within the country thereby affect-
ing its growth. Its troubled ties with Ukraine 
and Georgia and the aggressive stance ad-
opted with them would make other nations 
wary of Russia’s behavior. Therefore, it is un-
likely that Russia would be in a position to 
challenge either US or China in the decades 
ahead.10 China appreciates that close relations 
with Russia would help it getting more accept-
ability especially with those countries which 
still have close ties with Russia. Both nations 
could also join hands to counter the influence 
of the US. However, the Chinese attempts 
to establish closer relations with the Central 
Asian republics and Middle East countries will 
bring it into conflict with Russia. Therefore, 
given their troubled past relationship and the 
mistrust that exists between them, the pos-
sibility of close Sino-Russia ties in future is 
unlikely though the cooperation between the 
two nations may increase. US-USSR relations 
have always been one of competitors since the 
beginning of the Cold War and even after the 
split of the USSR, Russia has tried to retain 
the legacy. The Russians and the US may co-
operate to a certain limited extent to counter 
the Chinese, but Russian ambitions of regain-
ing the past status of a world superpower may 
prevent any further development of the ties. 

Another “black swan” in the power equa-
tion may be the rise of India. India has a better 
demographic profile as compared to China, is a 
proven democracy making it more acceptable 

to world powers, has improved its relations 
with US and has no expansionist tendencies. 
These aspects make its steady growth a much 
more realistic long term prospect. Therefore, 
the competition that China may face from 
India would reduce its direct confrontation of 
US and delay the power transition. But with 
the present growth rate of India, the possibil-
ity of India challenging China in the next few 
decades is remote and such a scenario would 
emerge, if at all, much after the Chinese would 
have already challenged the US. 

Most likely Scenario 
Having understood the steady economic 

growth of China, its military modernization 
and the path that it is likely to adopt, there 
is no ambiguity that in the years ahead as 
the China-US gap reduces, the present period 
of peaceful co-existence would lead into stra-
tegic competition and finally would culminate 
in China becoming the leader of the world. 
Possibility of a direct military conflict between 
the two is remote considering the possibility 
of mutually assured destruction but simulta-
neously an indirect military conflict can take 
place between China and US through one of 
the allies of US. Economically, clashes between 
the two nations would increase and greater 
polarization of the world into two blocks may 
occur but a Cold war like scenario emerging 
is remote. 

Implications for Israel and India of 
China’s Growing Influence Israel

Having established itself in East Asia, 
China with the announcement of the OBOR 
project in 201311 and the issuance of the 
Arab Cooperation Paper in January 201612 
has clearly indicated that it sees itself hav-
ing a major role in the Middle East. Having a 

 10. Foreword — Decline, Decay and Disintegration: 
Russia’s Future in the 21st Century, By: Paul 
Goble, https://jamestown.org/program/foreword-de-
cline-decay-disintegration-russias-future-21st-cen-
tury/

 11. Your guide to understanding OBOR, China’s new 
Silk Road plan, https://qz.com/983460/obor-an-ex-
tremely-simple-guide-to-understanding-chinas-one-
belt-one-road-forum-for-its-new-silk-road.

  12. Full text of China’s Arab Policy Paper, http://
w w w . x i n h u a n e t . c o m / e n g l i s h / c h i n a / 2 0 1 6 -
01/13/c_135006619.htm
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greater foothold in the Middle East would also 
give China the much required energy security, 
essential for it to sustain its economic growth 
and would also fulfill its national ambitions of 
retaining its past glory. Consequently, China 
has established strong economic ties with 
Saudi Arabia, Iran, Egypt and Israel in the 
region. 

Israel was one of the few nations to rec-
ognize China in 1950. During the Cold War, 
thanks to a shared American-Chinese inter-
est in thwarting Soviet ambitions, the USA 
supported Israeli-Chinese cooperation which 
developed under the radar. After the Cold 
War ended, full diplomatic relations were 
established in 1992. However, US began to 
view China as a strategic threat and therefore 
placed restrictions on the Israelis on passing 
advanced technology to “China as apparent in 
2000 when the US forced the Israeli govern-
ment to cancel a $1 billion deal to sell China 
four Phalcon airborne early warning and sur-
veillance systems. As a consequence, diplo-
matic relations cooled for a time, but economic 
relations continued to heat up.13 Therefore, 
with the increase in the economic coopera-
tion between the two nations, it presently 
appears unlikely that in any future scenario  
the relations between the two nations would 
deteriorate. 

History reveals that in the past the grow-
ing Israeli-Chinese military cooperation had 
been railroaded by the Americans. As the US-
China economic clashes increase, as evidenced 
by the recent tariffs announced by America 
on Chinese imports and the disallowing of a 
high tech firm take over by a Chinese enter-
prise14, Israel would find itself precariously 
placed considering its close ties with the US. 
In such a scenario, it should be expected that 
the Americans would put pressure on Israel to 
stop the sale of high tech products to China. 

US close relations with the Sunni nations sur-
rounding Israel and the need for these nations 
to collaborate with Israel to counter Iran’s 
influence would imply that Israel would re-
tain its close ties with the US. Economically, 
the EU is Israel’s biggest trading partner 
and Israel views itself as a western nation. 
Therefore, as the China-US economic clash in-
tensifies it can be expected that Israel would 
be forced to continue to stay close to the US 
and the western nations. 

A shift in the Chinese general approach 
of non-intervention in the Middle East has 
already taken place as illustrated by China’s 
use of the veto options in the vote for impos-
ing sanctions on Syria at the UNSC, only the 
eighth time that China has exercised the op-
tion, and its active participation in the Iran 
nuclear deal talks. Also, while at the China-
Arab Cooperation Forum in 2010, China re-
sisted Arab pressure and refused to sign a 
document recognizing Eastern Jerusalem as 
the capital of Palestine,15 in 2013, China’s 
president laid out his framework for Israeli-
Palestinian peace, identifying East Jerusalem 
as the rightful capital of a sovereign Palestine.16 
If China opts to become more assertive in the 
region and more actively support allies such 
as Iran and Pakistan, then political differenc-
es between China and Israel would emerge.17 
Also, the Chinese support for the Palestinians 
could lead to a clash of interest with Israel. 
Therefore, though China is treading a fine line 
today, sooner or later it would have to take 
sides in the Middle East and in all probability 
this would be at the cost of Israel.

The Chinese growing economic ties with 
Israel especially in the infrastructure sector 

  13. h t t p : / / w w w . t h e t o w e r . o r g / a r t i c l e /
chinas-deepening-interest-in-israel/

  14. http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/trade-war-china-
peter-armstrong-1.4589918, https://www.nytimes.
com/2018/02/23/technology/china-microchips-cfius-
xcerra.html

 15. “China Refuses to Support Arab Claims over East 
Jerusalem,” Al Jazeera TV, May 14, 2010, http://
www.webcitation.org/5xRt7hlDh 98 

 16. “Chinese President Makes Four-Point Proposal for 
Settlement of Palestinian Question,” Xinhua, May 
6, 2013, http://english.people.com.cn/90883/8234101.
htm

 17. China-Israel Relations: Why the Tech Industry is 
Key to Bilateral Trade and Investment, http://www.
china-briefing.com/news/2016/06/15/china-israel-
free-trade-agreement.html
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have raised eyebrows in Israel. Concerned 
that proprietary data would pass into the 
hands of the Chinese government through 
the infrastructure projects which could run 
counter to Israeli interests, “the Association 
of Contractors and Builders has called on 
Israel’s antitrust regulator to intervene and 
possibly bar future contracts with Chinese 
state-owned firms.18 This could slow down the 
Chinese investments in major infrastructure 
projects in Israel and cooling off of economic 
ties. Concerns are also being raised about the 
Chinese investments in the high tech industry 
due to its Chinese poor track record on IP pro-
tection and reverse-engineering.” US restric-
tions disallow Israeli companies to sell dual 
use or defense technology to China and even 
Israeli military sales to other countries are 
with severe restrictions on its resale so as to 
prevent the technology from reaching China. 
The detection of Israeli technology reaching 
China through France led to the resignation 
of the Head of defense export control agency, 
Meir Shalit. Therefore, as the US-China eco-
nomic clash intensifies and due to pressure 
being exerted by the locals, it can be expected 
that Israel-China economic relations would 
slow down the same in future. 

China’s track record of weapons sales, tech-
nology transfers, and nuclear energy assistance 
to failed states such as Iran and Syria are ar-
eas of concern for Israel. During the Second 
Lebanon War, a missile fired by Hezbollah, 
with the help of Iranian troops, damaged an 
Israeli ship. Chinese. Israeli-Chinese rela-
tions came under strain during the negotia-
tions for the Iran nuclear deal. Within a few 
months of the Iran nuclear deal being signed, 
Chinese President Xi visited Iran in January 
16, signed a $600 Billion Trade Deal over the 
next ten years and 17 agreements including 
one on nuclear cooperation. An economically 
strong Iran would further try to increase its 
 18. Builders Urge Caution In Using Chinese State 

Firms For Infrastructure, http://www.jpost.com/
Jpost-Tech/Business-and-Innovation/Builders-
urge-caution-in-using-Chinese-state-firms-for-
infrastructure-540169

influence and this would get it into clash 
with Israel. Also, The Treasury Department’s 
Office of Foreign Assets Control of the US in 
Feb 17 stated that a “Chinese-based network” 
was helping procure goods for Iran’s ballistic 
missile program. Hence, it appears that an 
US-Israel versus China-Iran clash, with obvi-
ous consequence for Israel’s national security, 
may determine the future of the events in the 
Middle East.

In view of the above, it is essential that 
“Israel would benefit from lifting its strategic 
horizons, align itself with other free and like-
minded nations of its kind like India, Japan, 
etc and not fall victim to China’s attempts 
at changing the international system.” As the 
US-China economic clashes increase, should 
the Nuclear deal collapse leading to an Israeli 
attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities leading to in-
creased oil prices thereby adversely affecting 
Chinese economy or if China actively starts 
supporting Iran’s military modernization es-
pecially its ballistic missile programme to gain 
more support for OBOR or if it revealed that 
Chinese firms are passing on sensitive Israeli 
data to their government, China –Israel rela-
tions would fall into the Thucydides trap. 

India
 China and India share a turbulent history 

which is largely reactive, complicated because 
of the border dispute and a high degree of 
mistrust exits especially because of China’s 
good relations with India’s number one en-
emy Pakistan. In the initial years after both 
countries gained independence there was a 
brief period of friendship which soon deterio-
rated to the border conflict in 1962. Efforts 
towards normalization of relations started 
in 1976 and since then economic cooperation 
between the two has increased. The Chinese 
growth and military modernization, its con-
tinued support to Pakistan, the Tibet issue, 
water sharing issues and India’s improving 
relations with the US have led to occasional 
antagonism and uncertainty in the relations. 
However, there exists a major difference in 
the way bilateral relations by both nations. In 
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fact, the present security leadership in India 
views China as a greater security threat as 
compared to Pakistan and there are continu-
ous fears of Chinese hegemony.

India feels threatened by the growing pres-
ence of China in South Asia and its present 
plan for westward expansion with the OBOR 
initiative and Maritime Silk Route initiative. 
China has slowly engulfed India through the 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor which 
passes through the area disputed between 
India and Pakistan in Kashmir and through 
the ‘String of Pearls’. The increased presence 
of the PLAN in the Indian Ocean and the 
leasing of ports and airfields in nations sur-
rounding India is giving the Indian security 
establishment sleepless nights. The creation 
of military and civilian infrastructure in Tibet 
close to the Indian border is another cause of 
tensions between the two countries as it puts 
major Indian cities within Chinese reach. 

Another aspect which worries the Indian 
security apparatus if China’s continued blind 
support for Pakistan and have heightened 
fears of a two front conflict in India. China’s 
refusal to acknowledge Pakistan’s role in state 
sponsored terrorism in India and it refusal 
to support Indian initiatives to declare Hafiz 
Mohammed Saeed a terrorist at the UN is a 
cause for tensions between the two countries. 
The CPEC is an example of the continuous 
Chinese economic and military support to 
Pakistan, its involvement in infrastructure 
projects in collaboration with Pakistan in the 
Pakistan occupied Kashmir areas, assuming 
control of the Gwadar port and assistance to 
Pakistan in building new nuclear reactors have 
India worried. China’s arms sales and nuclear 
and missile-technology assistance to Pakistan 
is of particular concern to India. Since the lat-
est US administration has shown a compara-
tively lesser interest in continuing its support 
to Pakistan, China has taken advantage of the 
situation to further consolidate its relations 
with Pakistan. Therefore, should a conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan occur, it should be 
expected that China would support Pakistan  

militarily, economically and diplomatically at 
the UN.

“India and China have an unresolved bor-
der dispute and there are regular skirmishes 
on the border between the two nations. Talks 
for resolution of the border dispute have been 
going on at a snail’s pace. It is observed that 
whenever China wants to exert pressure on 
India, it creates tension on the border.” In the 
recent years, since China’s economic and mili-
tary growth, these events have increased in 
number reflecting an increasing belligerence 
on the part of China. Therefore, in future it 
should be expected that China would not hesi-
tate to use military force to occupy areas that 
it considers rightfully belonging to it.

The presence of the Dalai Lama and gov-
ernment in exile of Tibet in India has been a 
perpetual source of tension between the two 
nations. China has become more sensitive to 
the Tibet issue since the anti-government pro-
tests in Tibet in 2008 and consequently has 
grown more sensitive to political activities by 
the Dharamsala-based Tibetan Government 
in Exile and the Dalai Lama.19

Need for a Strategic Partnership 
Between US, Israel and India

Strategic partnerships are a long term 
investment between nations with convergent 
strategic interests in which each member 
country gets certain advantages, reduces its 
risks and overall helps in the maintenance of 
a secure environment politically, economically 
and militarily. For partnerships to be formed 
between nations, politically the nations should 
share common values and principles, which 
face similar challenges, have compatible ad-
vantages, have a common threat, absence of 
basic conflicts, civilizational identity (western, 
liberal), sustainability of interests and should 
not adversely affect already existing alliances 
(Israel-Us-China). For economic cooperation, 

 19. The Dalai Lama factor in Sino-Indian relations, 
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/
china-india-dalai-lama-visit-by-shashi-tharoor-
2017-04?barrier=accessreg
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it is imperative that there exists a potential 
for a large volume of trade either in a local 
market or as a “window” to other markets. 
The scope of trade should be large enough to 
protect the relationship from the vicissitudes 
of political circumstances, manufacturing 
possibilities in the proposed country, Supply 
of raw material from the proposed country, 
Complementary areas of R&D with added val-
ue for both sides from R&D collaboration and 
other compatible and complementary econom-
ic advantages. Militarily, the countries must 
be able to share sensitive know-how, there is 
a possibility of export of manufactured defense 
products, Joint R&D – such joint projects can 
be based on the work force of the other coun-
try or even on the existence of discrete test-
ing conditions in those countries, far from the 
prying eyes of Israel’s neighbors, Intelligence 
cooperation, joint training, usage of terri-
tory against a common threat and an assur-
ance of support in case of a military threat.20 
What about shared rival/threat perception? 
Therefore, the existence of common political, 
economic and military interests both primary 
and secondary between US, Israel and India 
is essential if a strategic partnership has to 
be formed between the three nations against 
China

In the case of US its declining status as 
compared to China and the threat of it be-
ing replaced as the number one country in 
the world, for Israel China’s increasing pres-
ence in the Middle East especially its relations 
with Iran and for India the fact that through 
the String of Pearls, OBOR and CPEC, China 
would have multiple footholds surrounding it 
and capable to threaten it serves as the com-
mon strategic Interest for creation of the al-
liance. There is still uncertainty as to what 
China’s real intentions are behind setting up 
the OBOR and the impact of this would be 
known in the years ahead. The setting up of 
OBOR and the String of Pearls accompanied 

 20. Israel’s Strategic Relations – Is there Room for 
New Partnerships? http://www.herzliyaconference.
org/_Uploads/1176israelsstrategicrelations.pdf

with its economic expansion and military mod-
ernization are indicators that China wants 
to have control of the core…? (Mackinders 
Theory) and control of the seas (Mahaan 
Theory) and this obviously would spell doom 
for the US with consequent effects on Israel 
and India. Therefore, America needs a forum 
to coordinate with Israel and India on how to 
respond to China’s effort to rewrite the rules 
of the commons.21 A speculative argument 
that should be better supported. 

Economic Cooperation
Another area which could mutually ben-

efit the three countries is economic coopera-
tion and this would also help in reducing the 
influence of China in all three countries. As 
of today China is US largest trading partner, 
its Israel’s third largest trading partner and 
India’s fourth largest trading partner. Chinese 
growth depends on its ability to continuously 
expand its markets and create a source for 
the resources for its industries. Therefore, this 
would certainly lead to a clash with US, Israel 
and India. Not clear why While the Chinese 
OBOR project is presently a part of the World 
Order and there have been no major attempts 
to alter the same, in future it could be the 
major source of conflict between US and The 
poor adherence to international patent rights 
and its illegal methods adopted to get technol-
ogy would also lead China to clash with the 
three countries. 

Simultaneously, there is scope for the 
three countries to increase the volume of trade 
amongst them. “Bilateral economic and trade 
relations, as well as India’s role in interna-
tional trade bodies, represent major pillars 
of the US-India relations. The U.S. govern-
ment aspires to reach $500 billion in annual 
bilateral goods and services trade with India 
by 2024 ($650B with China in 2016), a more 
than five-fold increase from the $97 billion 

 21. America’s future is with India and Israel, James 
Jay Carafano,http://www.heritage.org/asia/com-
mentary/ americas-future-india-and-israel
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total in 2013.22 Indo-Israel trade has not re-
ally taken off and is a pittance compared to 
both India and Israel’s trade numbers with 
other countries in the region.” From just $200 
million in 1992, bilateral trade (excluding de-
fence) today is about $4 billion, there has been 
little diversification and few Israeli companies 
have invested in India but their numbers pale 
in comparison to the Israeli presence in the 
West.23 Cyber is one of the main areas where 
the three countries can cooperate effectively 
since people of Indian origin run four of the 10 
startups in Silicon valley and with Israel ac-
knowledged as cyber power, there exists great 
opportunity for the three countries to exploit 
this avenue.

The Indian government’s aim to make 
India a manufacturing powerhouse with its 
“Make in India” programme has resulted in 
the Indian economy being opened to foreign 
investment, large-scale privatization, reduced 
government regulation and tax exemptions 
to foreign investment making it a lucrative 
destination for investment. Improvements 
in infrastructure, reducing corruption, bank-
ing reforms and decreasing the bureaucratic 
delays in obtaining government sanction are 
some of the other initiatives taken by the gov-
ernment.24 Therefore, India represents a huge 
market and ample opportunities for both US 
and Israel to invest in while at the same time 
reducing their dependence on China. The sec-
ond major challenge that the three countries 
need to work together is to counter the One 
Belt One Road initiative of China. Towards 
this the US must increase its presence across 
the expanse of the Indian Ocean and look at 
in depth how to link the East with the West. 
The location of Israel and India would help 
the US in achieving this aim. 

Military Cooperation
Once the Chinese military modernization 

plan is completed and it becomes aware that it 
possesses the capability to match the US espe-
cially in the Asia Pacific region, it may enter 
into conflict with US. Iran’s growing military 
power with the support of China is a concern 
for Israel and India is under the constant 
threat of a military confrontation with the 
Chinese over its unresolved border dispute. 
The growing belligerence of the Chinese in the 
South China Sea and on the Indian border 
makes it imperative for US and India to be 
adequately prepared for a conflict with China. 
Similarly, Iran’s expanding military influence 
in the Middle East through the Hezbollah and 
its military modernization supported by China 
do not augur well for Israel. One major area 
that could lead to rise of tensions is the sup-
port of China for Iran’s nuclear programme, 
though which for the present is peaceful, the 
same may not be the case on the end at the 
end of the present agreement. The proposed 
One Belt One Road route passes through some 
of the most dangerous, unstable and conflict 
prone areas of the world. While the OBOR 
would improve economic connectivity, it would 
also serve as a route for easy passage of terror-
ist and spread of jihadi influence. Therefore, 
it would leave the Chinese no option but to 
expand its military presence along the OBOR 
as has been done in certain places along the 
String of Pearls. Such an eventuality implies 
that these bases could be used for other non-
peaceful purposes and pose a threat to US, 
Israel and India. It is a well-known fact that 
Chinese cyber experts are continuously try-
ing to hack into the IT systems and the US, 
Israel and India could cooperate to thwart the 
Chinese attempts. 

From being a Soviet dependent buyer 
of military equipment, today India’s major 
military equipment purchases are from US 
and Israel. Since 2008, U.S.-India defense 
trade has increased from roughly $1 billion 
to over $15 billion and an Indian company 
Tata Advanced Systems Limited (TASL) has 

 22. India-U.S. Economic Relations: In Brief, https://fas.
org/sgp/crs/row/R43741.pdf

 23. India-Israel ties: Trade, technology, tourism to 
be template for next 25 years, http://www.live-
mint.com/Opinion/3C1PDqtMIBLrHy0ArMt68M/
IndiaIsrael-ties-Trade-technology-tourism-to-be-
template.html

 24. https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/1.766181
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entered into joint ventures with Lockheed 
Martin, Sikorsky and Boeing to produce air-
craft components. Israel today is India’s big-
gest military supplier and these ties are also 
getting strengthened through joint exercises. 
The Israeli worry of sale of items which may 
be objected to by the US as it happened in the 
Phalcon deal with China has not been a hin-
drance in sale of defence equipment to India. 
But Israel faces other limitations in India: the 
requirement that items will be produced in 
India. All three countries have suffered from 
terrorist attacks from Islamic radicals in the 
past and are under the perpetual threat from 
such attacks. All three nations also share a 
common concern of proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction and the fear that such 
weapons would fall into the hands of terror-
ists. The creation of an alliance between the 
three would help in their efforts to counter 
terrorism and proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction. Another area where the three 
countries can utilize their existing capabilities 
are to cooperate to reduce incidents of cyber-
crime. Situational awareness in the maritime 
domain is a priority for all the three countries 
and hence sharing ideas make sense. 

‘India, the United States and Israel have 
some fundamental similarities. They are all 
democracies, sharing a common vision of 
pluralism, tolerance, and equal opportuni-
ty. Stronger India-U.S. relations and India-
Israel relations have a natural logic’. Brajesh 
Mishra, Indian national security adviser.25 
On the other hand, India and Israel share 
no history and India holds a traditional pro-
Palestinian and pro-Arab line (its recent vote 
in the UN might be an important indication 
of change but it’s not enough by itself). These 
facts should be addressed.

Politically all three countries are democ-
racies, respect human rights, are nuclear 

powers, are against proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction and believe in equal op-
portunities for all. All three countries have 
been badly affected by Islamic violence in the 
past and need to be continuously prepared 
to counter the menace. There exist no basic 
ideological difference between the three na-
tions and all three adopt the western model 
of liberalization thereby giving them a simi-
lar civilizational identity (not exactly: Israel 
sees itself [rightly or wrongly] as a Western 
country with a dominance of monotheistic re-
ligion). The Chinese threat either direct or 
indirect affects the three countries and with 
this threat likely to become bigger in the years 
to come a long term alliance between the na-
tions. In the case of Israel, any alliance with 
another nation should not affect its present 
relations with the US and with the Indian 
ties with US, this issue loses merit. There is 
tremendous scope for a large volume of trade 
between the nations which at present is much 
lower amongst themselves as compared to 
China. The political considerations to counter 
the Chinese influence and the large volume of 
trade would give the economic ties the stabil-
ity. India’s Make in Programme gives the US 
and Israel opportunities to set up manufactur-
ing units there. Space technology and Cyber 
are common interests in which there exist a 
possibility of R&D. Militarily, the three coun-
tries share a common threat from terrorism 
and therefore intelligence sharing is essen-
tial, have a possibility of joint R&D, need to 
prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction and most importantly India’s fu-
ture military requirements can be met by US 
and Israel. 

However, while the US and Israel have 
shared a relationship for many years, India 
is the new entrant to the game. The major 
steps that require to be taken therefore are 
from India if this alliance has to be formed. 
Since during the Cold War period, India was 
aligned with the USSR certain degree of mis-
trust exists with the US. Also, the support 
of the Palestinian cause and Arab nations 

 25. US encouraging increasing relations between 
Zionist Israel and BJP-ruled India by Qazi Umar, 
Https://crescent.icit-digital.org/articles/us-encourag-
ing-increasing-relations-between-zionist-israel-and-
bjp-ruled-India
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in the past by India and the delayed setting 
up of diplomatic relations reflect the turbu-
lence in India’s relationship with Israel. The 
recent visits of the Indian top leadership to 
US and Israel and the change of approach 
on the Palestinian issue at the UN by India 
reflect on its desire to improve the relation-
ships with Israel and US. Also, another area 
of divergence are India’s close ties with Iran. 
An important point – should be elaborated. 
However, it must be??? India did not take ma-
jor steps to take advantage of the situation 
reflecting a possible change of approach. For 
economic ties to improve between the coun-
tries, India needs to adopt more positive steps 
to attract investments and also should encour-
age the Indian entrepreneurs to expand their 
operations in US and Israel. Militarily, India 
must allow the US and Israel to use its air-
space, landing facilities and maritime assets 
if required to further the cause of protecting 
their interests. Most of all, demonstration of a 
strong political will and a clear alignment of 
India’s foreign policy, with the economic and 
military aspects included, is essential for fur-
ther progress in ties since as of now there is 
no clarity on India’s long term ambitions. 

How the Partnership needs to 
Counter the Chinese Influence

1. East and South Asia. It is apparent 
form the Chinese expansion that their initial 
focus has been to focus on creating a space 
for itself in its immediate neighbourhood viz. 
East and South Asia. Its growing economic 
ties with the countries in the region and its 
belligerence in the South China Sea are indi-
cators of its ambitions in the region. To coun-
ter this growing influence of China in the re-
gion, the mere establishment of ‘Axis of Good’ 
would be the first step that would be required. 

2. Having established the partnership, 
the three nations have to take steps amongst 
themselves to reduce the Chinese influ-
ence and interdependence on their economy 
through concrete steps in each-others econo-
my. Towards this the first step could be a sub-
stantial increase in the American and Israeli 

presence in India’s economy towards which 
India must facilitate the process. Also, more 
tri-lateral mechanisms for trade and analyz-
ing common areas of interest need to be es-
tablished on priority. Efforts by the partner-
ship to ensure energy security for India could 
be the start point. Extensive cooperation on 
space based technology and cyber would help 
counter the Chinese growth in these areas. 
Enhanced tourism, cultural exchanges, people 
to people contact along with governmental 
contact would help gain confidence of each 
other. The three nations should also cooper-
ate on the exploitation of the Indian Ocean 
region. Militarily, joint exercises between the 
three countries especially on anti-terrorist ac-
tivities training must commence immediately. 
The Alliance needs to set up intelligence shar-
ing procedures and also increase the volume 
of defence trade amongst them. Specific areas 
for joint R&D can be identified and structures 
established for the same. The announcement 
by the Indian government of giving airspace, 
landing rights and permission to use the mari-
time facilities would give China the message. 
Other aspects which specifically need to be ad-
dressed by US are its relations with Pakistan 
and for India are its relations with Iran. Clear 
signaling on the issue such as withdrawl of 
military aid to Pakistan by US and India’s 
reduction on the need for its energy supplies 
from Iran would help in building the confi-
dence amongst the members.

3. India’s diplomacy in the last two decades 
has focused on a ‘look East policy’ wherein it 
has tried to improve economic ties with all 
nations in the region. A similar policy needs 
to be adapted by the Alliance for reducing the 
Chinese influence. Also, the Alliance must ac-
tively engage with the ASEAN and become 
participating members for furthering their 
interests in the region. As a start, India and 
Israel could leverage the US friendship with 
Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Singapore and 
Philippines and improve their economic ties 
with these nations. Towards helping in the 
development of the infrastructure in the re-
gion, the projects already underway by India 
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could be supported by US and Israel. Also, a 
fund could be set up jointly by the three na-
tions to support infrastructure development in 
the region. Military cooperation could follow 
in the forms of arms sales and joint train-
ing. India has already come up with a project 
called ‘Necklace of Diamonds’ to counter the 
String of Pearls. 

4. At present China is acting within the 
boundaries of the international system as far 
as the OBOR project goes. However, history 
reveals that in Tibet China interference start-
ed as an infrastructure project of building a 
road but soon enough its imperialist tenden-
cies took over. As stated earlier the OBOR 
route passes through the most volatile regions 
in the world and also through the Central 
Asia Republics which are yet to fully stabi-
lize politically. 
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